
 CURRICULUM & CURRICULAR  
ALIGNMENT DOMAIN  

Curriculum and Curricular Alignment provide the foundation for any course. 
Instructors who connect course learning objectives, assignments, activities, and 

assessments provide students with a clear path to success in their course.   
Plan your course with evidence-based practices 
that provide an organized and inclusive foundation for students.  
 

 

Inclusive Curriculum  

• Choose or create content that deliberately reflects the diversity of contributors to the field 
• Adopt practices grounded in inclusive curriculum   

• Use a variety of course materials: text, video, simulation, games, etc. to appeal to a variety of learning preferences 

• Use visuals, examples, analogies, and humor that do not reinforce stereotypes but do include traditionally marginalized people or perspectives to ensure inclusivity 

• Know the implications of religious perspectives regarding course content  

• Ensure all of your course materials are accessible to all learners 

 

Learning Objectives/ Outcomes 

• Use Bloom’s or Fink's Taxonomy to write clear and measurable learning outcomes  

• Write outcomes that align with the cognitive demands of the course   

• Write short-term outcomes for units, modules, or daily activities  

 

Course Alignment of Assessments & Activities 

• Use backwards design to align all course content, assignments, and assessments 

• Align assessments, assignments, and class activities with learning outcomes 

• Align rigor of class activities, discussions, i-clicker questions, etc. with rigor of exams    

• Design activities where students make connections between content and learning outcomes  

 

Syllabus 

• Design a learner-centered syllabus (use this rubric to assess your syllabus)   

• Add an inclusivity statement to your syllabus  

• Make sure your syllabus, textbooks, resources, and coursework are accessible to all learners according to the CSU Accessibility by Design website  

• Provide a visual map of the course, including alignment of objectives to assessments  

• Include campus resources for students: TILT Tutoring, Student Resources and Campus Life 
 
 

  
This icon indicates inclusive teaching practices that are fundamental to being an inclusive instructor.  

See TILT's Recommended Process for Annual Review of Teaching to learn more about how to utilize this resource 
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https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/teaching-effectiveness/tef/inclusive-pedagogy/curriculum-design/
https://guides.library.pdx.edu/c.php?g=527355&p=3605346
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/online-education/online-course-design-and-preparation/six-ways-text-can-make-or-break-effective-online-course-design/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/online-education/online-course-delivery-and-instruction/video-killed-the-radio-star-text-based-instructional-methods/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/using-role-play-simulations-to-promote-active-learning/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/online-education/online-course-delivery-and-instruction/games-as-study-aids/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/equality-inclusion-and-diversity/strategies-for-antiracist-and-decolonized-teaching/
https://openeducationalberta.ca/orientationhandbook/chapter/culturally-responsive-teaching-and-religious-literacy/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/equality-inclusion-and-diversity/fostering-inclusivity-in-the-college-classroom-looking-through-a-universal-design-for-learning-lens/
https://www.chhs.colostate.edu/accessibility/
https://tips.uark.edu/using-blooms-taxonomy/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwpttc.edublogs.org%2F2022%2F03%2F25%2Ffinks-taxonomy-of-significant-learning%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKristi.Ouimet%40colostate.edu%7C28c15952c8b9495ee5ec08db6e8fc287%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638225335944421387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IKhayPczkkQtKqbsF2RPghmyCKlEEuBUZJN3L6vzcMM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/designing-measurable-outcomes-with-backwards-design/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/course-learning-outcomes-how-create-them-and-align-them-assessment
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/designing-measurable-outcomes-with-backwards-design/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/backward-design-basics/
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/basics/alignment.html
https://www.learningsciences.com/blog/academic-rigor/#academic-rigor-hard
https://www.learningscientists.org/blog/2017/10/4-1
https://www.ideaedu.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/IDEA%20Papers/IDEA%20Papers/PaperIDEA_60.pdf
https://tilt.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/syllabusrubric.22.pdf
https://www.clemson.edu/otei/documents/Teaching%20Review%20Resources/Diversity_InclusionSyllabiSamples.pdf
https://accessibility.colostate.edu/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/how-a-course-map-puts-you-on-track-for-better-learning-outcomes/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/Learning/Tutoring/
https://catalog.colostate.edu/general-catalog/academic-services-support/resources-campus-life/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/teaching-effectiveness/tef/dev-eval/


 
 

 

LEVELED CRITERIA & SELF ASSESSMENT RUBRIC 
Use this rubric to reflect on your current instructional practices, set a teaching goal, and monitor growth. TILT recommends revisiting this throughout the year to continue to 
reflect and adjust as you work towards your goal. TILT does not recommend using this as an observation tool or for direct evaluation. See TILT's Recommended Process for 
Annual Review of Teaching to learn more about how to utilize this resource. 

CURRICULUM & CURRICULAR ALIGNMENT DOMAIN   
Curriculum and curricular alignment provide the foundation for any course. Instructors who connect course learning objectives, assignments, activities, and 
assessments provide students with a clear path to success in their course.    
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Evidence Advanced Proficient Developing Emerging 
Inclusive Curriculum 
• Variety of curricular materials and 

assignments 

• Representation and use of 
materials by scholars from 
minoritized groups 

Intentional variety is 
incorporated into most curricular 
materials and assignments. 
Purposeful use of materials 
outside the text with good 
representation of scholars from 
minoritized groups. 

Variety in several curricular 
materials and assignments. 
Some use of materials outside 
the text, including scholars from 
minoritized groups. 

Minimal variety of curricular 
materials and assignments. Use 
of some material other than the 
text - may or may not include 
scholars from minoritized 
groups. 

Little to no variety in curricular 
materials and assignments. May 
be aware of the need for a 
variety of materials other than 
the text and need for materials 
by scholars from minoritized 
groups but has not yet 
integrated them.  

Learning Objectives 
• Specificity and measurability 

• Aligned with course-level 
requirements 

All learning objectives are 
measurable and require 
evidence of critical thinking and 
abilities appropriate to the 
course level.  

Most learning objectives are 
measurable and require 
evidence of critical thinking and 
abilities appropriate to the 
course level. 

Some learning objectives are 
measurable and require 
evidence of critical thinking and 
abilities appropriate to the 
course level; others need 
specificity. 

Learning objectives require more 
specificity to be measurable 
and/or require evidence of 
critical thinking and abilities 
appropriate to the course level.  

Course Alignment 
• Alignment between learning 

objectives, course materials, 
assessments, and other course 
content  

• Alignment within the broader 
discipline 

• Alignment with relation to the 
greater community/world 

Connections between objectives, 
course materials, and 
assessments are an explicit and 
consistent aspect of the course. 
Instructor provides clear 
guidelines and frequent 
opportunities for students to 
make connections within the 
course, the broader discipline, 
and the world. 

Connections between objectives, 
course materials, and 
assessments are explicit. 
Instructor provides clear 
guidelines and some 
opportunities for students to 
make connections within course 
content and across courses. 

Connections between objectives, 
course materials, and 
assessments are in the syllabus 
but not an explicit or consistent 
aspect of the course. Instructor 
occasionally provides 
opportunities for students to 
make a connection within course 
content. 

Connections between objectives, 
course materials, and 
assessments are inconsistent and 
unclear. Instructor attempts to 
provide an opportunity for 
students to make connections 
within course content, but 
connections need development. 

Syllabus 
• Word choice and tone 

• Resources and information 
• Inclusivity statement 

• Organization 

The syllabus sets a supportive, 
welcoming tone and contains an 
inclusivity statement, a visual 
representation of the course, and 
campus resources for students.  
It is a succinct and meaningful 
document that is used 
throughout the semester.  

The syllabus sets a welcoming 
tone and contains most of the 
components listed in the 
“Advanced” column. It is 
sometimes referred to during the 
semester.  

Syllabus has a neutral tone and 
contains some of the 
components listed in the 
“Advanced” column. It may 
contain too little or too much 
information, or the information 
may need to be more organized 
to be useful to students.   

Word choice in the syllabus sets 
a negative or unsupportive tone.  
It does not contain much of the 
crucial information that supports 
student success as listed in the 
“Advanced” column, or the 
information is not organized well.   

 

https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/teaching-effectiveness/tef/dev-eval/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/teaching-effectiveness/tef/dev-eval/


 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum & Curricular Alignment 
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